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and hash browns wafts through
the air. Two just-ordered cggs
crackle on the gricdle.

The sign in front of the Hillbilly
Restauraint in Gateway promises
breakiast, and its patrons line up to
orcler e all day long.

The menus 16-year-okd Stevi We-
ston hands to cuslomers are repre-
sentative of tvpical short-order
American cuising: breakfast on the
left. burpers and sandwichies on the
ripht. A dry-erase board advertises
specials and cherry and peach cob-
hier.

With her left hand on her hip and
aspatula in her fghi. Cheryl
Swadley stands over the eggs, one
eye watching them cook, the other
cye on another order

The third member of the three
woman crew, Linda Makela, is a blur
of rnertion, an efficient cleochet
through the dining room and
kitchen and back again.

Onee Swadley finishes the eges
and Weston adds hot toast and hash
birowns to the plates, Makela makes
a bealine 10 hungry customers

Swadley follows her with both
hands balancing full plates

"IU's usually not like this.” Makela
says. “This s slow,”

An hour before lunch, feur tables
are occupied; others stand at the
ready. " This table is usually fullal
noon,” Makela says, pointing to 2
long table, “This ong and this one,
loo,” she says while walklng around
the dining room,

All things considered, the diner’s
draw Is respectable, especially lor a
Lewn ol a littke more than 100 peo-
ple
; But Galeway is an a popular
route. It's the point of entry Into
Arkansas for Missouri travelers de-
scending south on Missouri High-
way 37, It's the last stop lor Arkansas
motocists taking the back road
north o Springheld. Mo, l's al the
apex of the curve between Rogers
and Eureka Springs, well Lraveled in
bath directions,

Theaptly named hamlet is a re-
volving door — driven through but
rarely the destination. Coubd that
change for the mint-municipality

:[t's 11 am The smell of sausage

Thanks tc a litte readwork conducted by the sntrance of Pea Ridgs National
Milltmry Park, tratic was backed up an & two-lane portion of U5, Highway
£2 on Wednesday moming. As the Arkansas Highway and Trans portation
Capartment continues |is road-whdening project toward Gerfleld, this may
become a familiar site.
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Linds Makela ripped dewn a Ucket #4 sha prepared to dallver an order to a table at the Hillkilly Restauranat In
Gateway on Wednesday. Behind her, Stevl Weston piepared some food for walting patroms, while Cheryl Swadley
attended Lo Lhe griddle In the back of the kitchen.

and other citles In northeastern
Benton County, Garfield and Avoca?
Could the growth explosion aleng
Interstate 540 make lis way up LS.
Highway 62, where land is stilt avall-
able at attractive prices?

That's the question civic kkaders,
area planneds, growth forecasters

and a group of developers sitting on
more than 2,000 acres between
Highway 62 and Beaver Lake are
asking themselves. All agree that
there’s potential, but not all agree on
the scope ol that polential.

Tha polential spark

Tt was [ront-page news on March
el

Cuy McCollum, spokesman for
Eagles BlulTLimited Pertnership I,
announced from his Fort Worth of-
fce that the investors group recent-
by finished a five-properly acguisi-
tion of 2,365 ncres — neacly four
srquare miles. The land is on the
north shore of Beaver lake, boundexd

Traffic On 62

Sirgis <dany i cound s ages along U5 ligh-
wuy 67

Year Soutmwest  Nertheast
of Garfield  of Garficld

1385 2,100 150

1996 9,500 2,000

1997 11,000 7.900

1293 5,700 2,400

139 11,000 8,100

2004 10,000 8,700

2901 10,000 8,500

a1l 10.000 4,200

01 "8.900 * 150

* Ficac wigoning project clied by Al High-
way and Trsponaton Depirimant us renson fo
decling

Sorce: Ak Highwoy anc ieniporstion Dx-
pTEn
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on 1he west and north by Highway
62. The towns of Garlleld and Gate-
wity are on the outside looking in.

McCollum sald interest continues
o be high

"1 st get five calls aday for o lot
on Beaver Lake,” NMcCollum said. "l
get another live calls s day lor a

; Will the Benton County communities
| along U.S. Highway 62 between Rogers and

the state line be the next to feel the boom?

townnouse on Beaver Lake. We stil]

* et 30 to 40 hits an our Web sito

each day.”

The plan ks to build the develop-
ment in two phases The first phase,
on the southwest side of the proper-
ly nearest to Arkansas Highway 127,
would consist of 200 1o 250 homes.
The second phase, the larger of the
Iwo with access to US. Highway 62
east ol Catevny, woulkd allow lor
niearly 500 homes on Lhe remalning
BOC acres.

The bulldnzers won't be coming
in overnight, however,

“We wall try to keep it ata slow.
paced. low-impact style, but the
(population) increase is galng o oc-
cur,” MeCollum sald.

Eagle’s BlulTon Beaver Lake could
lake five to 13 years to complete.
Meanwhile, MeCollum is tetling all
who'll listen that the area — Garfield
In particular — needs to He pre-
pared For his development, and oth-
Brs.

“They cancreate quality growth,”
McCollum said. “IFit Is disorgan
ized, it will be bedlam 10 years from
MW,

A fresh five lanos

Standing outside The Buss Stop in
Carfield — a Phillips 66 gas station
and convenience stone — were d
dozen men In camoullage pants
and black shirts with white lettering
in nll caps on back that read " PO-
LICE."

They weren't from a law enforee-
mernt agency in Benton County. The
group wasn’t even from Arkansas,
They were 2 dive and rescue team
from Oklahoma. For the moment,
the Tulsa Police Department repre-
sentesd the largesi law enforcoment
presence in Garfield

"We're Just here for some train-
ing.” an officer in mirrored sun-
glasses sald.

*Yeah,” ona of his collzagues sald.
*We come: up here 1o Beaver Lake
aboul onCe every year.

The annual trip claim was legit,
peowen by their decision to pull over
at The Buss Stop. They knew about
the kee creamn for whick: the store |3
famous.

Inside, Shirley Laney worked be-
hind the front cash reglter, A line of

See HIGHNAY on Page 4B

Bupralary gl sy ba Wode WRp g=gp

WEBCO flra chief Rob Tayler is sarlous when H comes to offaring adequale
fire protection for The L.S. Highway 62 corridor. A naw 10,000-square-foot
fire statlon and communily roem should ba oparational by Septambac
Workars cas ba soen Hnishing off tha foundation behind Tavlorn
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This area could
see boom next

rustemers dressed in shoots
and T-shirts were buying
everything [rom gas w
snachs. For now, Laney sald,
minst of the business comes
Froam towrists headed to the
1ake,

One of the first visible signs
thiat her customer demo-
graphics may be shifiing Is
actually 11 miles to the south,
Making Lhe commute from
Ropers each day. she's seen it
for hersell: The Arkansas
Highway and Transportation
Department bs nearing com-
pletion of the {lrst phase of
widening U 5. 62 from Rogers
to Gateway:

Fresh-looking blacktop five
lares wids stretches lor about
four miles from North Second
Street in Rogers to the novth
side of Avoca.

"From Avoca through
Garfleld we're probably a year
away from acquiring right of
way, AL tpokesman
Randy Ort said. "We're doing
the environmental study
right now.”

According to traffic-count
nwmbers collected south and
nocth of Carfield, there were
approximately 10,000 vehicles
per day using U.5. 52 tn 2002,

The numbers took a dive n
2003, but Ort auributed the
count — the lowesi recorded
sinceat laast 1993 — 10 people
avolding the widening project
between Rogers and Avoca

Overall though, he said, the
runiers justified the project

“I'm Jooking at these (traffic
enunts), and Imthinking the
trend is upward,” Ort said. "t
might nol be as dramatic as
ane would think, but it's a
steady trend.”

The mad-widening project
itself has some natable ind)-
viduals taking notice of the
areas growth poiential.

Jeff Hawklng, executtve di-
rector of the Northwest
Arkansas Regional Planning
Connnlssion. didn't deny that
the road widening could have
an impact.

"l think as a general rule
when a [acility is improved
like that, it will create a more
rapld rate of development,’
Hawkins said.

Raymond Burns, president
and CEQ of the Rogers-Low-
ell Area Chamber of Com-
mwerce, agreed,

“] think that probably the
biggest impact of the whale
area is that most il it is poing to
five-lane higlway,” Burns said.

The commode conundrum
The road is just the begin-
ning. nnd both Hawkins and
Burns — as well as a number
of other individuals - point-
ed out that anather lem
would have a greater impact
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Shirley Laney worked the cash register at The Buss Stop in Garfield on Wednesday, The Rogers
resident said most of her customers were tourists locking forward to a day at the lake.

"“Is the traffic there to

Jjustify development?

Yes.
— Raymond Burns

onthe final deterimdnation re-
garding how much growth
willtake place along the U.S,
62 corridar.

“Is the teaffie there to justify
development? Yes,* Burns
sdidd. “Is the infrasmuciure
there? ] think it's probably
not, Will we see develppment
like in Centerton and Lowali?
Probably not. Lacger lots will
be nesded.”

Burns satd his answer 10
whether the LS. G2 corridor
will sec signill cant growth is
“a qualified yes."

“ltwon'® grow as fast as if it
had sewer,” he sald. The sew-
er — or lack of it — is the rea-
snn) for the larger Jots. The
large lots will accommodate
seplic-tank systems

According to Burns, the to-
pography of the land will
make o sewer system almost
cost-prohibitive

Hawkins agreed with
Burns assessment.

“They don't have sanitary
sower out there,” Hawkins
sald. “That causes some re-
strictions, ooviously.”

How much el a restriction?

Rogers senlor planmer Der-
rel Smith sald that while more
homes will go up, there won't
be any major subdivisions
like those seen goingup in
Rogers.

*You won't pet anything
smaller than acre-slzed lots.”
Smith said. “A lot of peopie
will want to live around the
lake, but | don't see masshe
subdivisions out there,”

Michelbe Crain, Benton
Cuounty Planning Office man-
agir. was cautious in her as-
sessment of the situation.
While noting the impact that
adevelopment ke Eagles
Bluff on Beaver Lake could
have on the area, she couldnt
get past the wastewater Bsue.

"It & really 100 soon 1o tell.”
Crainsald, T chink IUs imited
by its services and lacilities
that it can offer.”

Bums dicn't put the waste-
water oplions available into
the best light.

“They're stuck with less de-
sirab e septic mnd step-sys-
tems,” he sadd.

(wee step- system informa-
tion box)

MceCollum whaleheartedy
disagreed with Burns’ assess.
ment of step-systems.

In fact, he sald thal step
systems, aiso known as de-
centralized wastewater svs-
terms, aro the key todevelop-
ing northeast Benton County.

“1 think step-systems have

been readily approved in over

adozen cases In Benton
County,” McCollum sald. “It's
asystern we inlend to use in
Eagle’s Blull on Beaver Lake,
and it can be used aleng US,
Highway §£. Garlleld actually
drains to the west, away {rom
Beaver Lake.”

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency oppears (o come
down an McCollums side.

“hathe 1997 Response to
Congress on the Use of De-
centralired Wastewater Treat-
ment Systemns, {the) EPA de
termined that wilh the tech-
nology now availabile, ade-
quately managed decentral-
lzed systems can protect
public health and the envi-
ronment as well as provide
long-term solutions for the
natinn's wastewater needs.”
the EFA Web site states on its
frequently asked questions
page regarding decentralized
SEWEL SYStems,

Maoney to build the step-
systems shouldnt be too
much of a problem either, ac
cording to McCollum,

“ think there's federal
moaey available.” McColkam
said, “State mandated laws
are forcing communities w
develop some form of waste-
management systems.”

Getting ready
for whatever

Ed Clfford. president and
CEOD of the Bentonville/Bella
Vista Chamber of Commearce,
has his eye orithe U.S, 62 cor-
riclor.

Here's how he thinks devel-

opment in Benton County
will ocour:

« Flrst, development will
cantinue to spread west and
southwest toward the North-
west Arkansas Regional Air-
port along Arkansas Highway
12 and Centerton alang
Arkansas Highway 102,

* Second, development will
start to infiltrate the Ackansas
Highway 58 corridor, which
consists of the cities of
Stloam Springs, Gentry, De
catur, Gravette and Sulphur
Springs.

* Third, just as developers
eye cheap land in westem
Beniton County == Clifford
noted that he heard of land
Just recently seling for
$37.500 per acre along
Arkansas Highway 12 so the
choap land 15 definitely far-
the r out — he also suspects
thar LS. 62 will begin to sec
SOme major inlers,

“In any metro area — no
matter where it might be —
wuter i a magnet. That's a big
lake out there, and It has
remendious opportunities
for development, You've got
an area that is poised,
whether they want it or not,
togrow.

The mayers of Carfield and
Cateway do want it.

“Gateway Is a real sinall
place, but of course we wouid
abways like to grow,” Gateway
mayor Lida Schnltzer said.

She especially welcomes
whatever develogment Ea-
ghe’s Blufl on Beaver Lake
brings.

“Naiurally, we are kind of
excited about that,” Schitzer
said,

Garfleld inayor Bobly
Flickinger said that growih is
already happening.

*To me, it's surprising that
it [didn’t happen) fouwr years
ago,” Flickinger said. Pea
Ridge is growing faster than
what they are ready lor, They
are guing 1o be a city of their
own. We are guing 1o get an
overflow fram that.”

For a picture of what CHI-
ford believes the near fubure
halds for the U S, 62 corridor,
take o drive down Arkansas
Highway 12

Tt Beserow COunTy DARY RECORD

I think they are a year be-
hind whal'’s happening &t the
alrport, maykie two years,”
Clifford said.

Interestngly enough, CHi-
ford thinks rhat ever-worsen-
ing tra{lic in the 1-540 cord-
dor will sctually have people
consider Hving out in north-
easl Bentnn County, when a
few years befare the thought
woutldri't have even been cozl-
siderud.

“If convriutes are 40 min-
utes to Rogers and Bentanville
now, Garfield is on an even
playing feld,” Cifford said.

Rob Taylor, fire chief for the
Northeast Benton County
¥olunteer Fire Department. is
getling ready for the result
that coimmute equibibrium
would bring.

NEBCO is based in
Garfield. and its expanding
just 1o keep up.

A concrete crew was finish-
ing up the foundation of a
new 10.000-square-foot fire
station and carninunity cen-
ter on Wednesday.

The current flre station was
bullt tn 1979, according (o
Taylor, and a new one ks
needed notonly to hold more
equipment but i alsc have
room for lager equipment.

The fire siation shoudd be
operationnl In September,
with the community room
findshed out at alater date

"I think we are sitting ina
good situation right now.”
Taylor said.

He's keeplng an eye on Ea-
gle's Bluff on Beaver Lake. He
passes a sign announcing the
develupment every day on
his way 1o work

“That's golng to cause abig
change as far 65 our responsi-
bilites are concerned,” he said.

Flickinger, meanwhile, |s
also trying to cope with cur-
rent and future growth.

“Fmirylng 1o get develop-
ers to bulld homes that are af-
[ordable,” Flickinger said.
“Most houses out here are
over $300,000 for a new
house. Qur real inlerest
would be developers who
could build a house say from
1,300 1o 1,700 square (eet for
around $100.000."

He's abso working on the
wasiewater ssue.

“I've been trying o geta
grant for a sewer system,”
Flickinger said. “There are
several good systems, and |
have talked to a few engineer-
ing fiems about them.”

Asked il some sort of waste-
waler management system is
needed, Flickinger was
adamant.

“Uh yes, it's got 10 happen,”
lve said. “Its got to happen
We can't stay on seplic sys-
tems and keep growing.”

There’s also talk of a region-
al chamnber of commerce for
an are2 thal would include
Pea Ridge. Avoca, Gareway,
Garfield and Seligman, Mo.
Clifford and Burns have of-
fered thelr chiambers’ assis-
lance.

A group is currently in the
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Mora vehicles pass by Webb's Feed and Seed Store in
downtown Pea Ridge every day, and the traffic count will
continue te rise as new residential devalopments are

compleled.

Pea Ridge is able to exist in both worlds right_ now

By Kyla Woaver

Sraff Writer & kg gv B noed raal S 00m

hen it comes o
municipal growth,
it's not exactly

“beens there, dane that” for
Pea Ridge.

Mo it's only recently en-
tered the uber-development
infancy stage irom which
Rogers and Bentonwille have
already transitioned.

But just as it shts between
the two largest cllies in Benw
1on County and a US, High.
way 62 comidor stretching
from Rogers to Gateway that
— despite the possibilitles for
future growth on the narth-
wist Arkansas scale — still me
mains rural for now, Pea
Ridge exists as both workds in
a single moment.

It's serands of small-town
America and boonilown
U.S.A. twisted together ever
mare rapldly with each reve-
hution.

Pea Ridge mayor Jackie
Crabtree — In same respects
— is the embodiment of that
dual identity.

GRowING EACH YEAR

Sengfe-Lamily Hometumding penTits

1995: 12 buildings: avierane el
§79.200

2000k 22 bwiclings; verage cusl;
566,300

2001: 36 buldlings, verage el
$72.000

2002 46 bualdings. derage Cr
681,700

2003: 9% Duidings: Sermof Coml.
£61,30d

Souwrre’ wuw Cily-data, con
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Being mayor, after all, isn't
his day job,

He works for Smiley, 100,

{n Wednesd ay he took ofl
his Wal-Mart assoclate badge
and put on his mayoral hat
tor a lew minutes (o share i
litthe bit about lving the Pes

Ridge life.

Do you consider Pen Ridge
u growing bedroom commu-
nity or a booming cty vying
for its own municlpal ident-
ty among the larger clties?

Crabiree: 115 a litthe bit of
both. Mostly right now, the

FYI On Water

Step-Systems/ Decentral-

| ized Wastewater Treatment

I Systerns

What |& a step-system,

| ako known as a decentral-

ized wastewater treatmert
sysiem?

Hogers senior planner
Derrel Smith described it in
this nost S'I.mple [ENTIS B &
larpe septic system for mul-
tiple users.

How does a step-system
work?

Ferhaps the best explana-
tion was given by the Ten-
nessee Valiey Authority's
Web site. which toak the in-
formation from the Env-
ronmiental Pratecrion
Agency:

* Raw wastes travel from
the house to a tank where
solid wastes are rapped;

* The tank disperses the
remalning liquid waste Into
o main collecdan pipe
rather than into the scil, as
would happen with acon-
venional sepic system:

+ [n the collection pipe.
the Uquid jalns wastewater
from other houses and
flows toa treatment area lo-
catet above ground: and

* From the treatment
area, the wastewater Lypi-
cally wavels to a soil-based
disposal system under-
ground,

Homw prevalent are step-
systems natlonwide?

According to the EPA,
moie: than 60 million peo-
ple in the Unirted States are
served by decentralized
wastewaler treatment sys-
tenis. About 40 percent ol
all new home construction
i served by a step-system
or another type of decen-
tralized system.

What are the pros and
cons of step-systems?

Pros: Step-systems are
cheap to build, have re-
duced excavation and ma-
terials costs, and can be
constructed quickly.

Cons: Fallures In step-sys-
tems, according to the EPA,
arc usually attributable o
installation at sites with “in-
adequaleor inappropriate
soils” of 1o neglecting to
pericrm rouline mainte-
nance,
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process of setling out its goals
for the collaborative organi-
zation.

Scwhat 1s in the future of
the U.5. 62 corridar, from
Rogers to Gaeway?

Perhaps a crutious Crain
put it best.

“Developmant is show at
this thme and [ don't foresee k
as nbout to boom, but then
again, how many of us fone-
saw Benton County where it

is 1oday™

R e

way things are godng. it's a bed-
reom conumunity We have a
lot of potential to be our own
cormimunity af  later dale.

How far down the road will
that happen?

Crabtree: Probably five to
10 yeors from now.

What are the curvent chal-
lenges facing Pea Ridge?

Crabtree: Besices every-
thing? (He laughed.) One of
the main challenges we see is
keeplng up with the infra
seructure as far as roads for
new development. Water and
sewer are priovities after tat.

Was Pea Ridge prepared
for s growth?

Crabtree: We knew there
was some growth corming.
but nothing like what we
have Seen.

What has surprised you
the most?

Crabtree: Just the number
of bullding lots that are godng
i1 right now.

What advice da you have

for U.S. Highway 62 areas
about planning for growth?
Crabtree: Prohably the best
acivice is W be sure to pay at-
tention to the detalls. Don't
Wit what you are looking 21 1o
your pariicular ares, Look at
what Is going on armund ym,

What's the attitude among
the city's citizens regarding
growih?

Crabitree: [ think the general
attitude is that they wail o see
things done. Everyonss bigges!
concern (s that they want (o
miake sure we do things right.
Soime people want Pea Ridge
to resmain a srnall town. [ want
10 keep the small-iown atmos-
phesre foo, Ll vwe don't
change. we die. [ think people
wnaclerstand that.

Where does Pea Ridge go
{rom here?

Crabtree: ] think what the
city hae L do s to start laoking
for cormmerciel development
Our tax base right now s Just
residential YWe need (o grow
our tax base for Doth the school
systern and the community,



Officials Set U.S. 62 Expansion Meeting
Saturday, Jul 17, 2004

ROGERS <= The public can comment during an
invalvement session July 29 on a planned 6.5-mile strip
of highway expansion zlong U.5. 62, from north af
Avoca to northeast of Garfield.

The informal meeting will be 4 to 7 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 17784 Marshall,

Garfield. The public can visit anytime during the
scheduled hours to view displays, ask questions and

offer comment.

The highway department plans to expand the stretch of
L.5. 62 to four lanes. Officials hope to begin aquiring
right of way in the spring, said Glenn Bolick, a
spokesman for the Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department,

Individuals who cannot make the meeting can give

written opinlons about the project for 15 days after the

session, Bolick said.

The comment form is available online at
www.arkansashighways.com or by calling the
environmental division at (501) 569-2281.

The project toward Garfield follows completion last
month of five miles of Improvement from Rogers to
Avoca. That $7.8-million project included expansion
from three to five lanes and took four years after the

public session to finish, Bolick said.

Highway officials plan future improvement of U.5. 62
from Garfield to Gateway near the Missouri border.

The upcoming work, however, could prove to be some
of the most difficult. Between Avoca and Garfield there

are curves, twists, hills and bridges in addition to the
Pea Ridge National Military Park and a railroad. In
Garfield, businesses, banks and a school hug the

existing two-lane road. Officials have said they might
route the road around obstacles.

FioE Bexroms Covss oy Dariy RicokKis
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Public invited to comment session on Highway 62

By Kyle Weaver

Staft Writer & kylew@nwanews com

ROGERS - Occupying a
place on the pungent aroma
spectrum between roadkll
skunk and diesel-engine ex-
haust is the new-asphalt smell
most recently inhaled by mo-
torists along the widened por-
tion of the US. Highway 62
corridor between Rogers and
Avoca.

With the summer sun bak-
ing the freshly laid blacktop,
the Arkansas Highway and
Transportation Departument
announced that it will hold a
public involvement session re-
garding the second phase of
the road-improvement proj-
ect.

The meeting — scheduled to

AHTD U.S. Highway 62
Public Involvement
Session

WHO: Akansas Highway Transponatan
Department and the public

WHERE: Gasfield, First Baptist Chusch,
177R4 Marshall (Highway 62)

WHEN: From 4 p.m_tes 7 pom. Thursday
July 29

WHAT: Public meeting to discuss the pro-
posed U.S. Highway 62 improvements
from Avoca through Garfisid
take place from 4 p.m. 10 7
p-m. July 29 at the First Baptist
Church in Garfield — will al-
low the AHTD to gather input

from area residents about pro

posed alignments for the high

way stretching from Avoca
throngh Garfield.

While the first section of
road construction didn't have
any major obstacles to con-
sider, Lynn Marlbrough, AHTD
environment division section
head of public invelvement,
said Monday that there are
two areas of concern along the
Avoca-to-Garfield route:

* Pea Ridge National Military
Park: a 4,300-acre bardefield
where more than 25,000
Union and Confederate soldiers
fought for control of Missouri;
and

* The city of Garfield: a town
of 490 people where gas sta-
tions, a Baptist church and a
landmark school that straddle
the highway on both sides
could possibly be impacted.

In both cases, Marl-
brough said that alternative

alignments will be presented
alongside a straightforward
widening design. '

“Primarily, {we're) just avoid-
ing the battefield as much as
we can,” Marlbrough said.
“We've developed one align-
ment that will bypass the his-
toric barttlefield — not just the
preserved battlefield.”

That route would take U.5.
Highway 62 farther south than
the current highway. .

In additon, Marlbrough said
the AHTD is considering a
number of alternatives when 1t
comes to routing traffic
through Garfield, including
different bypass alignments.

Garfield mayor Bobby
Flickinger said in June that he
was against making 1.5, High-
way 62 five lanes wide through

the center of town.

“If they (make 1t) five lanes
coming through town, it will
strip the town, and (we'll) end
up with no town at all”
Flickinger said. "I think we
could handle a four-lane, curb-
to-curb, but even a four-lane
(highway) would be haz-
ardous.”

Instead, Flickinger said, he
was in favoer of a design that
utilized a bypass, leaving the
city’s core area intact.

According to AHTD Public
Affairs Officer Randy Ort, the
state is currently working on
the environmental study for
the project.

“From Avoca through
Garfield, we're probably a year
away from acquiring right of
way,” Ort said.



THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2004

RESORT RESIDENTIAL TRACT

Large Lakeside

Project Revealed

DEVELOPMENT TO OCCUPY 2,000-PLUS ACRES

THE MRS NEWS

BENTONVILLE — A develop-
ment of more than 2,000 acres
oit Beaver Lake is planned and
15 in the Lirst phase of offering
fu resory and residential devel-
apers, according to a news re-
ense ssued Wednesday,

Faglc's Bhurt, with 2,365 acres,
has highway frontage on US. 62
nenr Gateway 1o the nerth as
well as access o Arkansas 127
imredintely south of CGarfield,
according o the rejease.

The project is & development
of Eagle's Blufl Limited Part-
nership ! and has more than
tour miles of shoreline and
about 6,530 feet of permitred
shareline dockable area. It is the

on Beaver Lake available for de-
velopment, the release states.
“We have carefully assembled
this acreage over a period of
flve vears to maximize its loca-
tion attributes,” said Guy M.
MeCollum, a spokesman for the
partnership. “Eagle's Bluff will
be a cohesive master-planned
development in a park-like set-
ting with a potential for luxury
single family residences, con-
dominium and townhome sites
as well as 0 marina and resort.”
However, official plans for

" any parts of the development

have not been formally filed
with the Benton County Plan-
ning Ofice, said Plunning Man-
ager Michelle Crain on Wednes-
day. She sajd, though, she is
awire of the interest and has

been talking witn master plan-
ning developers abeout it for
more than a year.

The development could start
either as a subdivision or evolve
into a planned unit develop-
ment like Bella Vista, Crain said.

McCollum said in the release
the lakeside development would
be lmown for its deep, clear wa-
ter or “good water” The prop-
erty adjoins the Indian Creek
arm of Beaver Lake,

‘Eagle's Bluff Limited Pare-
nership | is made up of real es-
(ate investors from Texas,
Arkansas and Missouri, accord-
g to the release.

For more information, visit
the development’s Web site at
www.eaglesbluffonbeaver-
lake.com.

single larges: waterfront tract
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Game and Fish may buy 1,069 acres south of Garfield for wildlife
refuge

By Travis Greenway Staff Writer travisg@nwanews.co

Posted on Wednesday, April 14, 2004

PEA RIDGE — A little more thar 1,000 acres of forest and hills in the Pea Ridge School District may scon
be acquired by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission for bunting and fishing purposes.

The land is south of Garfield on the northern tip of Beaver Lake. The land has seen little residentizl
development because of its steep terrain, according to some residents at the Pea Ridge School Board meeting

on Monday. Pea Ridge Superintendent Mike Van Dyke made the announcement at the meeting,

The Game and Fish Commission originally was considering purchasing 2,253 acres, but is now considering
1,069 acres, according to Vicky Adny, a secretary for the Game and Fish Commission.

The land would be used primarily as a wildlife refugz. Rogers Game and Fish hatchery employee Ron Moore
said there are no permanent streams on the propetty.

Although the land would be beneficial for the Game and Fish Commission, Van Dyke still has some
concerns that the sale of the property would mean less acreage available for housing,

Officials from the Game and Fish office in Little Rock declined further comment Tuesday about the land
purchase.



